3c6   THE MUHAMMADANS OF BENGAL.   [VEx. 47-50,

reason to hope,* runs one of his personal notes, ' that
the desire which I expressed when I first came to
India, namely, that no very long time would elapse
before a serious and decided commencement would
be made in the great work of educating the masses
of Bengal, will now be realized/

I have only space to touch on a single other point
of Lord Mayo's educational policy.     That policy,
while, as above shown, founded on a basis co-exten-
sive with the educational requirements of the whole
people, left the special wants of no section of the
community disregarded.     He   found,  for example,
that the Muhammadans of Bengal stood aloof from
our system of public instruction, and were rapidly
dropping out from among the educated classes.    As
a natural consequence, they fell behind in the race of
life, and were being practically excluded from Govern-
ment employ and the more lucrative professions, by
the Hindus.    He also found that the Muhammadans
were intensely dissatisfied with this state of things,
and that their discontent   assumed in  Bengal the
form of active disaffection,    A fanatical camp on the
North-Western border of India, was fed by recruits
and remittances from the Lower Provinces of Bengal.
This camp stood as a permanent menace to our
frontier, and had more than once involved costly
expeditions against it    Lord Mayo was the last man
in the world to palter with rebellion, and he went
sternly to the root of disaffection wherever he found
it.     By substituting a provident knowledge of the
facts for the old mixed system of laisses faire and